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Letter from  outgoing NCJW Utah Section President Rochelle Kaplan: 
 
It has been a privilege to serve as president of the NCJW UT Section for over two years. The board 
actively seeks a new president whose term would begin January 1, 2010. I will remain a board 
member and will continue work on the newsletter, website and email communication. I would be happy 
to initially help out the new president or if two, co-presidents. Please contact me if you are interested. 
 
I set out to accomplish certain goals and achieved most, but not all, of them. We published a 
membership directory, set up and have maintained a website (Lori Bush’s wish), regularly publish a 
newsletter, and involve NCJW in local civic matters such as opposing school vouchers and supporting 
Fair Boundaries, the impartial redistricting initiative. We maintained our membership. We partnered for 
different events with Hadassah, the JCC, Kol Ami Sisterhood and Planned Parenthood. We came in 
third among groups in fundraising at the Race for the Cure, and invited Hadassah to partner with us in 

 
Upcoming Events: 
 
 Sun. Dec. 6, afternoon NCJW Film Club at the Broadway 
Contact Barbara or Maxine Durst, 801-906-8214; maxineandbarbara@aol.com 

 
 Tues. Dec. 15, Senior Chanukah Lunch, JCC (Note new date!) 
Contact Rochelle Kaplan, 801-942-6226; 201-2177; ro@wifunds.com 

 
 Dec. 24-25: Shalom/Salaam/Tikkun Olam Christmas Happening 
Contact Eileen Hallet Stone, 487-6970, ehswriter@aol.com; Kitty Kaplan, 942-5133, 
kittykaplan@msn.com; Deborah Milan-Niler, 274-3443, ladedaha4@msn.com 

 
 Wed. Jan. 6-Mary Jane Ciccarello talk, Planning for Yourself and 

Your Aging Parents: Legal Tools & Strategies, at Kol Ami, 4-6 PM 

 
 Wed. Jan. 13 evening: NCJW Board Meeting 

 
 Sunday, Jan. 17 evening- Book Club, selection Three Cups of Tea 
Contact Mavis Green, 615-439-5771, mavis.green@yahoo.com. Discussion &     

snacks at  Rochelle Kaplan’s 8011 S. Dazzling View Circle, SLC. 
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that effort. Because of our interest sheet and the responses of members, we started both film and 
book clubs; thanks to Denise Turkanis, Maxine and Barbara Durst and Mavis Green for getting these 
up and running. Mavis Green, Freida Sweitzer and Elaine Miller have been wonderful additions to the 
board. Our financial situation remains strong. The Tikkun Olam Project, now approaching its 
eighteenth year, epitomizes NCJW efforts to broaden its reach to Utah’s growing, diverse community. 
 
However, I failed to groom new leadership and will work on this in the remaining months of 2009. We 
didn’t, in my opinion, do enough as a local section to support NCJW initiatives such as Plan A, 
Benchmark, Promote the Vote or StoP. And we haven’t figured out a way to get more of our members 
to visit and revisit our website, which links to the national NCJW. We also need to figure out how to 
maintain our website, since our webmaster is raising her rates. Possible solutions are finding a 
volunteer or low-cost webmaster or shifting our content to an easy to upload program. The board 
welcomes your suggestions. 
 
It was Wilma’s prodding that got me involved. The NCJW is a terrific organization whose principles I 
wholeheartedly support and which does important work in this country and in Israel. The local NCJW 
women I have met are smart, funny and committed to Tikkun Olam. Thank you for your support. Have 
a wonderful Chanukah and enjoy the end of year celebrations. 
 
P.S.  The Board and members of NCJW Utah owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to Rochelle for her 
outstanding leadership, energy, and dedication as Board President.  She was instrumental in 
expanding activities and programs of great value for NCJW and its members, often leading these 
events herself.  The standard she set as Board President could be the cause of her “failure” to groom 
new leadership; the bar is now set extremely high.  NCJW Utah is very fortunate to have Rochelle as 
part of its organization in any capacity, and will sincerely miss her leadership.  – Laura Polacheck.   
 
 

December’s Chanukah Senior Luncheon & Salaam/Shalom Tikkun Olam Christmas 
Happening—A Call for Volunteers 
 

                           
 
Additional volunteers are needed as soon as possible to prepare for and serve at the December 15 
Chanukah luncheon  . Many thanks to the volunteers already on board;  Orly Ardon, Anne Brodke, Ed 
and Marsha Bronsky, Peter Brownstein, Gwen Campbell, Carla Cantor (at the JCC), Beverley Cooper,  
Gina Dalton, Edna Elkins, Sheila Gelman, Allison Hertz, Rochelle Kaplan, Fran Lapin, Claudia 
Lemone, Michelle Oelsner, and Judy Sheffres. (Apologies to anyone left out of this list.)  We still need 
shoppers, drivers, cooks, greeters, servers, set up and clean up crew. We will likely serve between 
eighty and ninety folks a lovely meal of home-made latkes and apple sauce, either chicken or salmon, 
salad, vegetables and kugel or jelly-filled donuts for dessert. So we’ll need folks to make applesauce 
like last year.  
 
The annual Salaam/Shalom Tikkun Olam Christmas Happening needs donations of money, food, 
supplies and labor. Because the event was so successful last year, and because the economic climate 
remains dicey, two high schools and one junior high now wish to participate, West High School (the 
venue last year), East High School and Glendale Junior High. Eileen expects the project to serve over 
500 refugees, largely from Burma and Somalia, 600 seniors and homebound, and fifty homeless and 
working poor. On December 24

th
 and 25

th
, we will join to create and deliver sustaining winter baskets 

of food, gifts and clothing, with warm hearts and kind words: shalom, salaam, Tikkun Olam. 



 
Sought are: Eighty-five Wal Mart or Payless $20 Gift Cards in areas where recipients live, socks from 
infant to adult size, new winter coats and jackets for children, teens and adults, winter boots for 
children ages 5-11, lap blankets, hand-knit or store bought hats, scarves and mittens. For seniors, we 
seek fancy soaps, playing cards, word puzzles, jams and jellies. Most importantly, we need eighty-five 
20 pound bags of basmati rice, 85 bottles each of curry spices and vegetable oil, 85 boxes each of 
laundry and dish detergent, sponges, dish towels, hygiene kits and 100 boxes each of baby diapers 
and sanitary napkins, and oodles of toilet paper. We’d appreciate wrapping paper. Checks should be 
made out to NCJW and mailed to Rochelle Kaplan, POB 71869, Salt Lake City, UT 84171 and should 
be marked for Tikkun Olam Event. Last year we developed a culturally sensitive needs survey which 
we will again use. Packages may be dropped off at the JCC, Congregation Kol Ami, Temple Har 
Shalom and the McGillis School, marked for the Tikkun Olam Event. You can volunteer to help 
assemble and deliver gift boxes at West High School, 241 North 300 West, SLC but please call Eileen, 
Deborah or Kitty before December 17.  
 

New Member Spotlight- Jennifer Elsken 

 
 
Jennifer Elsken moved here from Long Beach, California eleven years ago to attend graduate school 
at BYU in archeology, specializing in historic archeology or the archeology of the American West. 
Newly wed in August to Steve Mond, a math teacher at Rowland Hall, Jennifer  lives in Taylorsville 
with Steve, her stepson Nathan, age 6, and a dachshund named Henry. . Jennifer likes to cook and 
bake, knit, hike and snowshoe. She and Steve like concerts, independent and foreign film and cultural 
festivals. 
 
What she likes about Utah is living close to the mountains, distinct seasons and its natural beauty. 
There is lots to do, with a balance between big city life and a small town feel. What she  misses about 
California are the ocean, fresh seafood and cultural diversity. 
 
She joined NCJW to be with great women and for the political involvement and service-oriented social 
outlet. Welcome, Jennifer! 
 

Good Luck Wishes 
 
Best of luck to our members who have moved away and will transfer, we hope, to local chapters. 
Debora Borenstein and Carol Einhorn are now in New Jersey and Lynn Wimmer and Rebecca 
Fleischman, are now in Florida. Our heartfelt wishes for good health go out to our treasurer Rakella 
and her husband, Don, now in Omaha while Don recovers from a transplant operation. Good wishes 
go to  Dixie Schafer, a life member who recently lost her husband and who will soon be moving to 
Reno, NV to be near her daughter. And to Gail Ciacci, just keep going! 
 

Fall Membership Brunch Salutes Political Women 
 
NCJW’s fall membership brunch on October 18 featured a panel discussion of current and past Utah 
legislators Sheryl Allen, Patrice Arent, Becky Edwards, Carol Spackman-Moss, and Fair Boundaries 
representative Nikki Norton, with Laura Polacheck moderating. Approximately eighty attendees 
listened to  panelists discuss their role models, political mentors, issues they hoped to address in the 
upcoming legislative session, and the citizen initiatives addressing redistricting and ethics reform.  We 
learned that Nikki Norton’s grandfather was a Tuskegee Airman, and one panelist’s father registered 



voters in Mississippi. Patrice spoke of her strong-willed and principled mother as an influence. The 
legislators explained the difference between a referendum, which is the placing of an issue to be voted 
upon by the public, for example, the school voucher proposal, and an initiative,  which is a means by 
which state citizens may propose changes to state law, such as establishing an independent ethics 
commission.   Each panelist spoke of how experienced women legislators helped guide their transition 
into the state government. Representatives of Fair Boundaries, the Ethics reform initiative and SUWA 
and the Land each spoke briefly and had petitions on hand for members’ signatures. 
 
Gina Dalton announced raffle winners of cosmetics from Rodan + Fields (donated by NCJW past 
president Lori Bush) and garden ornaments. Vivian Dowsett’s inventive and colorful table decorations 
included such quotes as, “Well-behaved women rarely make history”, ”Show me a woman who doesn’t 
feel guilty and I’ll show you a man,” and “Our struggle today is not to have a female Einstein get 
appointed as an assistant professor. It is for a woman schlemiel to get as quickly promoted as a male 
schlemiel.” 

 

 
 

 
The food- bialys and bagels with lox cream cheese, home-grown tomatoes, sliced vegetables, fruit 
salad and kugel- was delicious. Thanks to the many volunteers who made the event terrific-Laura 
Polacheck, Lori Bush, Gina Dalton, Lois Roberta Lovell, Mary Jane Ciccarello, Lois Spiegel, Fran 
Lapin, Hindy Friedman, the panelists including our own Patrice Arent, Nano Podolsky, Beverley 
Cooper, Carla Cantor, Vivian Dowsett, Sheila Gelman, Eileen Hallet-Stone, Muriel Hartz, Turid 
Lipman, Elaine Miller, Freida Sweitzer, Susan Way, Rochelle Kaplan and Betty Yanowitz.  
 

    
Cartoon from NY Times 

 

 



 
 
Halloween Party Monstrously Successful! 
 
Our regular Halloween Party organizers, Susan Way and Gina Dalton, and a team of volunteers 
helped make the party for Women and Children in Jeopardy a smashing success, with over thirty 
children and many mothers on board at the YWCA. Costumes, pumpkins, balloons, toys and candy all 
made for a festive evening. Here’s an excerpt from Mindy Simon, Director of Children’s Services at the 
YWCA: “Thank you so much for the wonderful Halloween party.  I was sorry to have missed it 
personally.  My staff, Kathleen, said it was great.  The women and children really appreciate your time 
and effort in providing Halloween fun for them at this difficult time in their lives.”  Thanks to volunteers 
Wilma Odell, Hillary and son Noah Silberman, Deborah Milan-Niler, Rachel Benator, Ginny Rothstein, 
Benita Jackson, Adam Essig (Toba's son), Judy and son Nathan Dahlquist, Mandee Soltys and a 
friend who found out about the  event on our website, Fran Lapin, Shoshanah Jansen and, of course, 
Gina and Susan.  

 

 
 

NCJW Sells Food at Jewish Arts Festival 
 
For the first time in a long time, the NCJW was a food vendor at the Jewish Arts Festival at the 
Wagner JCC and we made a profit that we will be able to use to continue our popular local programs. . 
We supplied hungry festival goers with brisket sandwiches, bagels and bialys with lox and cream 
cheese, hot dogs, apple pie, pumpkin bread and quiche. We offered for sale honey from bee-keeper 
Ellen Hartz, bottled pumpkin from Rochelle Kaplan, holiday cards, and Interfaith calendars. We also 
provided fairgoers with literature on the NCJW and petitions for both the Fair Boundaries and Ethics 
Reform initiatives.  
 
Hadassah, BBYO and Mazal Peterson also provided food at the festival, which this year highlighted 
Jewish comics. On Friday night, NYC comedienne Michelle Balan rocked the house and Mazza 
provided food. An expert on Jews and comic book art spoke. The next afternoon featured musicians, 
arts and crafts, a book fair and food. Thanks to NCJW volunteers Kay Brief, Jennifer Elsken, Ellen 
Hartz, Kitty Kaplan, Beverley Cooper, Robyn Isaacson, Turid Lipman, Laura Polacheck, Annabel 
Sheinberg, Lois Spiegel, Freida Sweitzer, Betty Yanowitz and Freida Sweitzer, to those who offered 
help- Elise Blomer and Naomi Franklin- and those who offered advice like Karen Gladstone.   
 

           
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
NCJW National News 
 
NCJW President Nancy Ratzan, in a year-end giving campaign letter, reminds us that if we can raise 
$15,000, the Marlene Nathan Meyerson Family Foundation will match that amount, enabling NCJW to 
continue its efforts to education, advocate, mobilize and achieve its goals. 
 
In 2009, NCJW successfully worked to expand health care for children of the working poor, overturn 
the global gag rule for international family planning, remove the ban on federal funding of embryonic 
stem cell research, reverse wage discrimination against women, and fund key programs such as the 
Violence Against Women Act and Family Violence Prevention and Services Act. Congress also 
passed the Matthew Shepherd Hate Crimes Act. And now NCJW is working to address LGT 
workplace fairness through the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA). Interestingly, the LDS 
Church recently supported the Salt Lake City Council ordinance  for an anti-discrimination standard 
regarding employment and housing for the city. 
 
There are threats in state ballot initiatives and state and local legislation to a women’s right to abortion 
and access to contraceptive services and to comprehensive sex education in our schools. We must 
fight the erosion of civil liberties and preserve a balanced judiciary. We will fight for a health care 
system that addresses the inequalities against women and working families. Right now, seven in ten 
women are uninsured or underinsured, struggle to pay a medical bill or experience another cost-
related program in accessing needed care. 
 
If you can, please make a year-end contribution to NCJW. You can access the national website via our 
own site: http://ncjwutah.org/ 
 

Edna Elkins Wonders If  NCJW Members Interested in Alliance House Tour 

Alliance House in Salt Lake is a place for adults with mental illness to seek education, jobs, skills and 
friends.   Would NCJW members be interested in taking a one hour tour of Alliance House?  Edna 
would be there as part of the tour. If interested, please contact Edna 930-5601 or 
ednautah@msn.com. 

Laura Green Leads July Israel Tour 

NCJW member Laura Green is leading a tour of Israel, You’ll Love It From The First Shalom, from July 
5-17, 2010. Laura has been to Israel more than forty times with groups and personal travel. She has 
tried to put together the best possible experience for the first timer or one who hasn't been to Israel in 
a dozen years. A partial itinerary includes Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Jericho, Kibbutzim, S’fat, The Golan 
Heights, Haifa, Caesarea and Akko. For more information, contact  

TourIsraelNow@earthlink.net, 801-944-5200. 
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